
 

 

How and 
where the trial 
will take place 

 Non-toxic cereal baits will be applied to 280 hectares between the 
Crayfish and Nettle creeks sometime after 29 August 2011 (see map 
overleaf). The bait will be distributed by helicopter. Non-toxic baits are 
brown  and about two centimetres in diameter.  
 
Toxic baits will be applied to the same area within the following 28 days. 
Approximately 540kg of cereal bait, containing 0.8% cholecalciferol, will 
be applied over 180 hectares between the Crayfish and Katipo creeks 
and approximately 200kg of bait,containing 0.15% sodium fluoroacetate, 
will be applied over 100 hectares between the Nettle and Katipo creeks. 
All baits will be distributed by helicopter. The toxic baits are green  and 
are also about two centimetres in diameter. Warning signs will be erected 
immediately before the toxic application.  
 

 
Additional 
important 
information 

  
·  Do not  touch bait 
·  Watch children  at all times  
·  Do not eat animals from this area, or from the two-kilometre 

“buffer zone” outside the operational area boundary 
·  Remember, toxic baits and carcasses can be deadly  to dogs.  
 
Observe these rules whenever you see the warning signs. Warning 
signs indicate that the toxin used to manage wildlife may still be 
present in baits or animals. When the signs are officially removed, 
you can resume normal activities in the area. Please report 
suspected vandalism or unauthorised removal of signs to Pest 
Control Research on 021 115 1884. 
Members of the public are also requested not to enter the trial site 
while the signage is in place. 

 
 
 
Why the trial 
is being 
undertaken   

 Aerial wildlife control is a highly efficient technique for managing pests, 
particularly possums, in New Zealand. Aerial operations support ground 
control methods such as toxins and traps. 
  
Currently, sodium fluoroacetate is the only vertebrate toxic agent 
registered for aerial application and has been the mainstay of possum 
control in New Zealand for more than 40 years.  
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 The Animal Health Board has contracted Pest Control Research Ltd to 
test the effectiveness of cereal bait containing cholecalciferol (Vitamin D) 
in controlling possums when compared with sodium fluoroacetate (1080). 
 
The trial aims to develop additional control methods that complement 
aerial operations using sodium fluoroacetate. It will take place within the 
Kahurangi National Park, 6km north of the Kohaihai River and inland from 
the Heaphy Track.  
 



The 2007 reassessment of sodium fluoroacetate, or 1080, by the 
Environmental Risk Management Authority (ERMA) highlighted the need 
for research into additional toxic bait formulations for aerial wildlife 
control.  
 
Cholecalciferol has been identified as a suitable vertebrate toxic agent 
with the potential to complement the aerial application of sodium 
fluoroacetate – but not replace it.  
 
Cholecalciferol (or vitamin D) is naturally occurring. It is synthesised in 
animal skin through exposure to sunlight. Natural dietary sources of 
vitamin D include liver, fish oils, egg yolk and milk fat. It plays an 
important part in physiological functions in all vertebrates. However, it is 
toxic if consumed in excessive amounts.  
 
Research commissioned by the Animal Health Board has led to the 
development of cereal pellets, containing eight grams of cholecalciferol 
per kilogram. The toxin appears to be suitable for aerial application. To 
register this formulation for field use in New Zealand, data is required in 
relation to the target species, namely the introduced brushtail possum. 
 

Operational 
planning 

 In planning the operation, Pest Control Research Ltd has obtained the 
following approvals: 

·  Environmental Protection Authority  
·  New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
·  West Coast Regional Council 
·  Community & Public Health West Coast 
·  Department of Conservation 
·  Animal Ethics Committee. 

 
What to do i f 
you suspect 
poisoning 

 Always contact: 
·  Your local doctor, or hospital 
·  The National Poisons Centre on 0800 764 766 (urgent calls), or 

03 479 7248 (non-urgent and general enquiries) 
·  Dial 111 if it is an emergency 
 

Who to 
contact for 
more 
information 
 

 Pest Control Research Ltd 
PO Box 7223, Christchurch. 
P: 021 115 1884 
E: info@pcr.co.nz 
www.pestcontrolresearch.co.nz 
 



The 
operational 
area 
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